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From the Rabbi’s Study
PURIM: EMBRACING THE UNCONVENTIONAL

Purim wins the most unconventional holy day award. To begin with, its name is not Hebrew and, more to
the point, refers not to G!d’s triumph, Esther’s courage or Jewish survival but, rather, to the lots cast by
the Amalekite enemy Haman to determine exactly when our people would be destroyed. We are com-
manded to wipe out the memory of the Amalekites (Deut. 25:19), but the name and events of Purim ensure
that that memory is actually perpetuated. The use of the name may mean to be a satiric jab—the lots
were meant to help determine the fateful day on which our people would be destroyed—but fate resulted
in providing us the day on which we could finally breathe free from the worry of that threat of annihilation.
Nonetheless, even if the use is ironic, when you really think about it, the base upon which we name this
holy day capitulates to the antisemites themselves.

Moreover, when it comes to unconventionality, the major figures of the Purim tale are not what our com-
munity often promotes. Esther and Mordecai are so assimilated that their names recall not ancestors or
heroes but Mesopotamian gods—Ishtar and Marduk, respectively. Judaism promotes inner beauty and
personal modesty, yet Esther enters a beauty contest in which each contestant spends a night with the
king. Our first vision of this ruler is that he throws drinking parties that last six months at a time and lets
others manipulate and control him. Nonetheless, Esther chooses to marry such a man—and so winds up
living in a very non-Jewish milieu where kosher food was unobtainable. Indeed, Esther does not seek
any nor lets on that she might want any, as she never bothered to tell anyone at court about her faith and
heritage.

Mordecai’s Jewish identity, too, appears somewhat marginal. His main, vain, concern seems his job with-
in the royal administration. When trouble comes for his people, he does not warn any one connected with
the Jewish community, neither a rabbi nor a Federation president. No prayer is explicitly evoked and, in-
deed, G!d’s Holy Name is never mentioned, even by the narrator. Concern for the Land of Israel is palpa-
bly absent. Indeed, the only reference to Eretz Yisrael is the brief “from Jerusalem” in reference to Mor-
decai, while the appearance of the Persian community comes late in the story and it, too, remains mar-
ginal—even though the community faces grave danger.

However, this Jewish community, albeit assimilated, is a zealous one, fully aware of itself. Mordecai, so
careful to instruct Esther not to reveal her Jewish identity, nevertheless has no problem revealing his
own. When the danger to the Jewish people becomes apparent, he puts on the customary mourning
garb. Esther directs Mordecai to go to the Jewish community for solidarity and spiritual strengthening.
And even Haman recognizes that these “assimilated” Diaspora Jews form a discrete group with distinct
customs and culture.




Indeed, Purim’s heroes are not those studying in the Beit Midrash or those who punctiliously
follow every perceived halachic prescription. Rather, it is given to Mordecai and Esther—the
assimilated Jews with unconventional lives—to save the day. Consider: Esther shows that
someone who herself chooses not to have children can yet work actively to secure a Jewish
future. Mordecai, so caught up in his pursuit of Gentile recognition and status, nonetheless
stands up proudly as a Jew whenever he thinks it matters—and, especially, when it actually does
matter. Mordecai does have children but apparently does so through adoption as a single male.

Thus Judaism, an unexpected phenomenon on the world scene, continues to promote the unex-
pected and the unconventional. Indeed, Judaism’s arc over time has been toward more diversity
and greater inclusion, breaking down barriers of lineage, class, ethnicity, culture, gender and
other markers of identity. How radical: Instead of categories and neat little boxes, Judaism has
insisted on the worth of every single individual. So, to the degree that we live up to our true
individuality, we demonstrate more and more of the Divine spark planted within us. Individuality
and unconventionality are the norms that our Tradition celebrates on Purim.

When Jewish tradition speaks of the power of community, it never meant to suppress individuality
and non-conformism but, rather, to embrace them and to integrate them. Indeed, Purim suggests
that the survival of our people is tied to embrace of the unconventionality and one’s infinite
discrete worth. True, the sociological construction of community does not always live up to this
promise. The impulse for unconventionality and creativity does get stifled or muted. But this is
why Purim remains always relevant and vital.

Purim thus rightly celebrates not the pious or the typical but the unexpected in life. And that
resides in all of us. Most of us probably have more of ourselves hidden than revealed. The masks
of Purim symbolize our quotidian existence, but Purim encourages us: Each of us can dare to

be more of ourselves; express our Jewishness proudly—but on our own terms; be gifts to the
community we connect with—but without letting the community swallow up our uniqueness; let
our light shine a little more brightly; uncover our courage; and do acts of selfless greatness.

And we as a community can honor not only those who “play by the rules” but those among us
whose connection and participation enrich us in unanticipated ways. The heroes of the Purim
story, Mordecai and Esther, are status seeking, self-indulgent assimilationists who participate in
non-traditional families with issues of, among other things, alcoholism and co-dependency.
Nonetheless they emerge from such a milieu to ensure our survival; forward our mission; create
new holy days, ritual and law; and remind us of truly urgent matters, loftier concerns and higher
purposes. For this they were entered into our Holy Scriptures. They thus serve as role models
that we must take people for who they are and encourage people to be themselves. Perhaps we
should start with ourselves. And so as we dress up and chant the Megillah, maybe, just maybe,
we should be concerned less with who has donned the best looking mask but who, after hearing
the sacred story told once again, will be the first to start taking theirs off.

Chag Purim Samei-ach! A joyous, meaningful Purim!
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Message from Brenda Rich i Lo

Greetings:

As you know, Congregation Am HaYam’s lease was ending on April 30™ and we we
would not have been able to stay in our home as we could no longer afford the rent we
were paying. Rick Newberger and Miriam Mack visited several locations for a new
home for us but even though rents were lower, the cost of renovating these places were
beyond our means. Rabbi, myself, Rick and Miriam also had meetings with the Presi-
dent of Temple Beth Torah and were offered a very satisfactory solution of us finding
our home at Temple Beth Torah. I am not going into any details but the outcome was
that due to the fact that our landlord reduced his offer to us substantially that the
Board voted to continue to stay in our home. The lease has been extended for two
years.

Temple Beth Torah’s willingness to help us in our time of need is appreciated and
will long be remembered. From the moment Rabbi Sacks and I met with their
president and Rabbi Lisa, we felt the warmth of their welcome. It continued through
our meetings. We know that in the coming years TBT and CAH will find ways to
work together to achieve our common goal of strengthening the bonds of the Jewish
community in Ventura County.

As we have been given a second chance of staying in our home, a meeting has been set
-up by the membership committee on Sunday, April 3 at 10:30 a.m. The membership
committee has come up with a list of questions that you will be receiving in the mail.
We need your responses to these questions and it is essential for at least one member
of every family be at the meeting on April 3",

Part of making CAH successful is the need for you to support all our fund raising ef-
forts. Purim is coming and with it our Misloach Manot program is still continuing
and needs you to fill out the form that you will find elsewhere in the Migdalor.

We will be having services for Purim on Wednesday, March 23™ at 7:00 p.m.. Come
in costume. Services for Purim continue on Thursday morning at 10 a.m. Make sure
you attend these services.

Shalom,

Brenda




MONDAYS WITH MORT

There will be no sessions of Mondays With Mort until further notice.

Be sure to check out the entire
Mondays with Mort web site at

http://www.mondayswithmort.com
and the
CAH web site at

www.amhayam.com .

Mort


http://www.mondayswithmort.com/
http://www.amhayam.com/

PINK LADIES AND MISHI. OACH MANOT

2" CASTING CALL

DON’T MISS OUT ON PARTICIPATING IN THIS WONDERFUL MITZVAH

Sandra Dee, Betty Rizzo, Danny , Frenchy , Kenicki and the rest of the Pink Ladies and
T-birds are excited about the Mishloach Manot at CAH. We want to add to the joyous
celebration of Mishloach Manot and Purim evening services with some nostalgia from
the past.

This year CAH is once again participating in the custom of mishloach manot. Also
known as mishloach manos or shortened to shalach manos, these are goodies (all kosher)
given out at Purim. These bags or baskets are given to relatives, friends, teachers,
neighbors, business associates and any other acquaintances you may have.

The mitzvah of giving mishloach manot derives from the Book of Esther. It is meant to

insure that everyone has enough food for the Purim feast and to increase love and friend-
ship among Jews as a counter to Haman’s assertion that the Jewish people are character-
1zed by strife and disunity.

Mishloach manot is made up of sweets, drinks and other food items and can vary from
temple to temple and year to year. . It is always fun to open them and discover what
has been given. The one item you can count on is of course hammentashen.

This 1s not only fun but it brings in money for the congregation. Last year it was a big
success bringing in more than $3000, helping the synagogue in many ways. You can
purchase as many mishloach manot as you wish and there will be a discount for
different quantities purchased. Let us say 10 people want to send Rabbi Sacks a
mishloach manot. He gets one bag with a card showing the ten names of those who
gave it to him.

Please see order form in Migdalor for all the important details. We hope to have every-
one participate.

For additional information or questions contact

Ruth Resnick

2578 Neptune PI.
Port Hueneme 93041
984-3560

Fran Lande (francat@aol.com)




MINCHA MOMENT

A couple of weeks ago, I received one of those emails that actually helped me improve
my daily outlook, so I decided to share the information with you. It was from Craig

Taubman and entitled Mincha Moment.

Mincha Moment is taking the time to be grateful. On the website minchamoment.com ,
is described as “a moment in the afternoon-2:30pm ,when you stop whatever you're
doing, look around and acknowledge to yourself, how truly grateful you are. If

2:30 pm doen’t work for you, no problem. Choose another time, but stick to it”. You
can go to the website and watch the video that adds meaningful pictures to Craig’s
wonderful adaptation of the tefillah, prayer, Modeh Ani. Modeh Ani, translated as,

“I give thanks,” 1s the prayer recited upon awakening “that thanks G!d for restoring

one’s soul after a night’s sleep”.

I set my cell phone to remind me every day at 2:30 p.m. so I stop whatever I may be
doing and take that moment in. I have recited it almost every morning for a long time
and now am very much appreciative of how it changes my outlook in the afternoon as it
does for me when recited in the morning. This is an easy way to add some Judaism into

your daily life without much time or effort.

Please go to the website, minchamoment.com to watch the video and gain other perspec-

tives. Let me know if you decided to participate and the difference it makes in your day.

Fran Lande

Adult Education




CONGREGATION AM HAYAM
THIRD ANNUAL MISHLOACH MANOT
Yes, I would like to participate in the CAH Mishloach Manot Program.
Please return by March 11, Deliveries will be March 20" — March 22nd
You may pick up orders at CAH March 18™ and 19" after services.

Name:

Phone Number

Price:

1-3 Mishloach Manot $ 18 each

4 or more Mishloach Manot $ 15 each

Entire Congregation  § 118

Entire Congregation plus additional Mishloach Manot is § 118 plus $ 13 each additional
I would like to order one for the whole congregation. ( $ 118)
I would like to order a Mishloach Manot for the following CAH members:

Name:

Name:

Name:

Name:

I would like to order a Mishloach Manot for the following non members: Please circle

T will Please
Name: Pickup Deliver
Address:
Name: Pickup Deliver
Address:
Name: Pickup Deliver
Address:

Please attach another piece of paper for additional orders if necessary.

Total number Mishloach Manot ordered: at$ each = $§_

Please make checks payable to: CONGREGATION AM HAYAM
Mail to: Ruth Resnick, 2578 Neptune Place. Pt. Hueneme, CA 93041



SIGNIFICANT JEWISH BOOK CLUB NEWS

We had a great time finishing the DVR of _Daniel Deronda. Participants
discussed the importance that this book had in the understanding of Zionism
in its time period. Also discussed was the portrayal of human nature and
relationships. Thank you again to Brenda and Arnie Rich for the use of

their home and their hospitality.

The next book will be announced soon. We will give ample time to read the

book before meeting to discuss it.

LOST!! PLEASE PLEASE HELP !!II!

On Saturday, December 19" someone accidentally picked up my tallit that I left on a chair.

I have contacted everyone that came that day but no one seems to have it. At this point the person
may be too embarrassed to let me know they accidently picked it up. Please, please double check
your bags and any drawers in your homes. It is a solid cream color.

It has great sentimental value to me as my husband presented it to me at my bat mitzvah just over 10
years ago.

Please return it to our tallit rack or Rabbi Sacks.

Thanks so much.




March Birthday’s &3

Di anne Rut hmg 8
Fran Lande 11
Arni e FingerHh 13
Rut h Atl as 19

Mayan AEaeon 21
| rv Jacobs 23
Steven Kar as 23
Rut h Resnick 31

March Anniversaries

ﬁ}

Cantor Mauri ce

&

26

If your birthday or anniversary is not acknowledged please email me at bfrosen@gmail.com

Gl
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Get Well

Ann Jacobs
Norma Van Riper
Rachel Kozak
Mort Resnick
Dianne Ruthman
Fred Rosen

Ann Sperber
Herb Stein
Kenny Halpern
Roz Resnick
Maurice Kozak

Lee Rothschild

Bob Packer
Sheila Myles
Jack Sperber
Fran Lande

Gail Packer
Miriam Rubinstein
Irv Jacobs

Dawn Kennedy
Mort Margolis
Elaine Hanig

Stella Berman

ATTENTION ALL JEWISH WAR VETERANS MEMBERS

JWV Post 602

meets in the Veterans Administration Clinic,
Recreation Building 22, 16111 Plummer Street, North Hills, CA.

They meet the 1st Sunday of each month, at 10:00 am and all Jewish Veterans are welcome

to attend.

Please join us there.
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CHAVURAH INTEREST

The Membership Committee is sending you this form to discover if you have an interest in joining a
Chavurah. A Chavurah is a small group of families, couples or individuals who share common interests
and desires. These groups meet together, usually monthly, to study, socialize, cook, camp, or partici-
pate in any other activities. Each group sets their own schedule and plans their own activities. A Cha-
vurah is a wonderful way to build and nurture strong friendships within our Congregation Am HaYam
family extending beyond the schedule of community services and events

After receiving back this questionnaire, an organizational meeting will be set to get everyone together
to make further plans.

Name(s)

Address

Phone # Email

Name and age of other members in your household

Please circle age group you prefer: 30 -39 40-59  Over 60
Please circle the situation that best applies to you and your family:

Single Adult Adults Only Family (events with children) Other

What type of events do you expect from a Chavurah (e.g. Judaic Studies; Social Activities; Sporting
events; Discussion groups; Jewish cooking; Book groups; Theater groups, other Interests?)

Please fill out this form and return it to Brenda Rich; 4030 Nice Court; Oxnard, CA 93035

FORM AVAILABLE DIGITALLY AT www.amhayam.com
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HELP CAH RAISE FUNDS WITH NO COST
AND LITTLE OR NO EFFORT TO YOU

PLEASE, PLEASE DON’T PUT SODA CANS
AND WATER BOTTLES IN YOUR TRASH CAN

For those of you who recycle plastic water & soda bottles and soda cans great.
Whether you recycle these for yourself or give them to someone or an organization to re-
deem you know someone is benefitting from the recycle program.

IT YOU ARE ONE OF THOSE PEOPLE WHO SEPARATE YOUR RECLYCLING
AND THEN PUT IT IN THE BLUE TRASH CONTAINER OR DON’T SAVE YOUR
RECYLING PLEASE READ ON.

Since 4/21/14 CAH has gotten $ 174.97 from recycling. This is from only about a hand-
ful of members that contribute. Please, please consider saving your soda cans and bottles
for us. It is found money that CAH needs and it does not cost you a cent. Anything that
has a “CA” on it can be turned in for money. You can bring it to the temple or call me
and I will pick it up.

Remember cans like tuna, beans, etc. and cartons like milk cannot be recycled.

Thanks so much.

Ruthy Resnick
805-984-3560
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March 4,
Rose Laff, Mother of Toba Greinetz

*Leo Jacobs, Father of Judy Kupperman
*Jefferey Pimes, Nephew of Deanna Marenstein
Beatrice Margolis, Sister of Morton Margolis
*Barnet Silberman, Father of Judy Margolis
*Dean Rich, Son of Brenda & Arnold Rich
*Sophie Seidenberg, Mother of Mark Seidenberg
*Sadie Sperber, Mother of Jack Sperber

March 18,

Faye Jacobs, Aunt of Fil Barton
Albert George Kattan, Father of Fil Barton
Carol Virgina Gilman, Daughter of Fil Barton

‘ *Inscribed on Memorial Wall

POLICY FROM RITUAL COMMITTEE:

The order, as of April 19, 2015, of the memorial plaques on our memorial wall, shall not be
moved without the permission of the Ritual Committee and the Rabbi. Any requests must be
brought up before that body.

Thank you. Jef Bratspis
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
Services 8 PM SERVICE
10:00AM
Candle Lighting
5:38pm Shabbat Ends
6:34pm
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
NO MONDAYS Shabbat Ends
WITH MORT 6:40pm
Candle Lighting
5:44pm
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
NO MONDAYS Services 8 PM SERVICE
WITH MORT 10:00AM
Candle Lighting
6:49pm Shabbat Ends
7:45pm
Board
Meeting| 11AM
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Purim Service Candle Lighting Shabbat Ends
10 AM 6:55pm 7:51pm
NO MONDAYS Erv Pufpim
WITH MORT Servicel 7PM
27 28 29 30 31
NO MONDAYS

WITH MORT




BEN GOODMAN
Advance Planning
Representative

800.600.0076 x 324
Cell 213.500.7932
Fax 323.465.8677

Maurice Kozak
Broker Associate

S
%, o

BI_IE P:?I‘I%ISPI%\}[{}YIE‘ California Properties
$omieGervices 16810 Ventura Boulevard

Encino, CA 91436
818-501-4800 Office
818-612-0204 Cell
mauricekozak@gmail.com
mauricekozak.com

BRE=00855048 BRE#01317331

@ A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

I Can Turn Your Life Story
Into A Wiritten Legacy
For Your Family

Betty Abramson
805-642-5149

baa5797&yahoo.com

PAST PRESIDENTS

Mort Resnick
Arnie Fingerhut
Jerry Ruthman z'l
Peter Shack z”1
Brenda Rich

OUR VOLUNTEERS
Kiddushim - Brenda Rich

Oneg Shabbat -Fil Barton

Librarian Donna Gustafson

Programming

Tributes Ann Jacobs
Telephone

Purchasing Lee Rothschild
Yahrzeits Bev Rosen
Migdalor Bev Rosen
Sunshine Ann Sperber
Webmaster Jef Bratspis

Publicity

Mount Sinai Hollywood Hills FD 1010
5950 Forest Lawn Drive. Los Angeles. CA 90068

Mount i Simi valley FD 1745
6150 Mount Sinai Drive. Simi Valley. CA 93065

www.mountsinaiparks.org

i Temple of Los Angeles

AWIL ALFIVAO SNOINOA

Rabbi J. B. Sacks

rabbijb@aol.com

phone#323-387-0096

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT Brenda Rich
brenda.bashfull6@gmail.com
phone#-805-469-0268
VICE-PRESIDENT—

TREASURER - Lois Lebman

SECRETARY - Donna Gustafson
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY-Ruth Resnick
WAYS & MEANS VP -

MEMBERSHIP VP - Janice Aharon-Ezer

Rick Newberger
RITUAL VP - Jef Bratspis

RITUAL VP Emeritus—Milt Rothschild
HOUSING VP - Arnie Rich
IMMEDIATE PAST PRES - Brenda Rich
ADULT EDUCATION VP - Fran Lande

DIRECTORS—Marc Goldman, Miriam Mack, Elaine Hanig




