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HAMIGDALOR     

CONGREGATION AM HAYAM           

4839 Market Street, Unit C, Ventura, Ca. 93003        Phone  (805) 644-2899         Fax (805) 644-2887 

Website:  www.AmHayam.com 

 

From The Rabbi’s Study—October 2014 

 

HAVE YOU FACED THE TEST? 

 

The Torah often speaks of tests but usually does not take the time to explain of what the test 
consists. Yet, the crucial feature of a test is that someone should know what is being tested.   

When is something a test, how is it measured, and when do we know if we have passed or not 
all become important considerations. If Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur test us, how do they 
do so? How are we measured? When do we know if we have passed? As we finish reviewing 
our lives this past year, as we seek to reconcile with God, with Tradition, with our Jewish identi-
ty, with the Synagogue, with our friends and family, and with ourselves—how we answer these 
questions becomes most significant. Much of the answer will be seen in how we live our lives. 

A biblical example: The Torah claims that the falling of manna in the wilderness is also a test. All 
right, but how so? Some commentators argue that the test was to see whether our Israelite an-
cestors would believe that they did not have to collect the manna on Shabbat. Another approach 
contends that the issue was gratitude: Would 40 years of being fed persuade the Jews to take 
manna for granted? 

But perhaps the test of manna only began when the manna was withdrawn. Once the Israelites 
entered the land, the manna would stop falling. While the manna fell, it was clear the God was 
feeding the people. Once in Eretz Yisrael, growing their own food, would our ancestors still rec-
ognize that God was the ultimate Source of all? Would the Israelites’ pride in their own efforts 
obliterate their gratitude? 

Since gratitude is one of the main concerns of Sukkot, we, too, face the test. As we spent time 
together on the High Holy Days, we were struck by the abundance in our lives: the warmth of 
our Synagogue services, the participation of many in the services, the work of many behind the 
scenes, the attempt to get everyone involved in participation and so much more.  I myself am so 
grateful to Brenda for all the hard work she puts in continuously, especially at High Holy Days to 
ensure our community is, well, a community. I am so appreciative of all the work that Jef 
Bratspis did in stepping up to become Ritual Vice President. His help to organize the honors 
was itself a daunting task.  . I am grateful for the Ritual Committee members whose wisdom, 
support, and presence always ensure not merely that we are a kehillah,  , but a kehillat kodesh,  
, I am thrilled that Neil again transformed our listening to the shofar a holy experience.  

continued 
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I am grateful for Rick Newberger, who will be doing the Yizkor Appeal, for Ruth, Lois, Brenda 

and Fran inaugurating our Apples, Honey and More, project, which not merely raised money, 

but raised our  spirits in beginning the New Year. And a thank you to Eva Lowe, for providing 

the apples for this project.  I am appreciative of Quan for helping us musically to experience 

these High Holy Days. Then, too, so many participated in so many ways: our Torah readers, 

Haftarah  readers,  Ark Openers, Torah carriers, Torah holders, and those who led English 

readings, Gabbayim, Torah lifters, Torah dressers, Hebrew prayer chanters (thank you,               

Ricardo!),   and Fran’s help with Avinu Malkeinu and Martyrology.. Brenda helped organize             

the delicious Selihot  dinner  and Yom Kippur Break-the-Fast. I am also grateful to Bev, who 

helps   produce our Book of Life, and who helps with all our posters and materials  (in addition 

to her excellent and vital work in producing the Migdalor). 

Todah Rabbah. Thank you, thank you, thank you. If I did leave someone out, it was                   

inadvertent. If you let me know, I will apologize to you, and correct this quickly through                 

an Email. 

So, whatever glitches you may have found to note during these High Holy Days, did you pass 

the grateful test?  Did you find at least twice as many things that went well or moved you during 

this important time? Have you spoken to or Emailed those who helped make these High Holy 

Days special for you, even if you were also part of the group that helped plan, set up or partici-

pate? Does gratitude carry over into other areas of our lives?  

We did not create the bounty of the world, however much we may exploit and enhance it.        

Indeed, the manna never ended. Each day, blessings fall from heaven. The test is to realize it, 

let yourself feel  it—and walk into the world and through life humbled and joyful because of it. 

May the frail sukkot we enter and spend time in this year remind us of all that we do have, and 

teach us to be grateful for it.  Amen. 

Rabbi J.B. Sacks  
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                Message from                 Brenda Rich 
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Greetings:  We just finished celebrating Rosh HaShanah.  Our services were fantastic.  Rabbi 

Sacks outdid himself with each and every sermon.  They were so to the point and meaningful.  

If you were not at these services you really missed out.  So make sure you are at our Kol Nidre 

Service which begins at 6 p.m. on Friday, October 3rd.  And you will certainly want to attend 

our Yom Kippur Day services which begin at 9 a.m. on Saturday, October 4th. 

Yizkor Service will be at 11:30 a.m.  Fran Lande will be leading a study session at 4:30 p.m.  

Our concluding services will start at 6 p.m. with the final Shofar blast at 7:32 p.m.  Our com-

munity Break the Fast will follow.  Reservations for that are needed so if you have not already 

made your reservations, contact me immediately. 

The celebration of the High Holy Days started on Saturday, September 20th with our S’lichot 

Service and deli buffet.  It was a very enjoyable service and dinner. 

Before Rosh HaShanah began all members received their Apples and Honey Bags of goodies.  

They were a wonderful way to start of the New Year.  Each bag (one that will continue to 

bring you joy as you use it for grocery shopping), 2 round challahs, bottle of grape juice, 2 ap-

ples, jar of honey, a fig bar, bag of Famous Amos cookies and bag of pomegranate trail mix, 

letter listing all who participated and prayer to say when you dip the apples into the honey 

supplied by Fran Lande and a Jewish calendar supplied by Reardon mortuaries and donated 

by Michael Boyko, Funeral director.  Hope you enjoyed them.  

Thanks to Eva Lowe for the donation of the apples from Ralphs Market.  Elsewhere in the 

Migdalor the names of all who participated in our Apples and Honey project and a picture of 

the bag. Thanks to Roz Resnick, Ruthy Resnick, Marc Goldman and Elaine Hanig for filling 

all the baskets and to Ruthy Resnick for delivering so many of the bags. 

Cantorial soloist Quan Greenberg put her heart and soul into all the prayers. 

                                                                                                                

continued 
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Jef Bratspis and his committee of Ruthy Resnick and Lee Rothschild aptly covered the difficult 

job of assigning honors and making sure our services ran smoothly.  Our Torah readers, Rabbi 

Sacks,  Mort Resnick, Fran Lande, and Renee Bratspis handled their Torah readings beautifully 

as did the Haftorah readers Cantorial Soloist Quan Greenberg and Rabbi Sacks. 

Neal Abramson blew Shofar so beautifully.  The sounds of the Shofar resounded in our sanctu-

ary and you knew he had put his heart and soul into it.  Yasher Koah Neal. 

Our Tashlikh service was held at our home and once again the service was moving as we tossed 

our sins into the ocean and then enjoyed a Kiddush sponsored by Donna Gustafson in memory 

of her husband, Henry.  Thanks Donna. 

In case you didn’t notice our carpets throughout the temple had a fresh, clean look to them.  

Thank you Eva Lowe for underwriting this project.                                                                                                                  

 

Your attendance at our Sukkot Services which begin on Wednesday, October 8th at 8 p.m. at the 

home of Mort and Roz Resnick is needed.   

Contact me for directions brenda.bashful16@gmail.com.                                                            

Services will continue at their home on Thursday, October 9th at 10 a.m. 

We are back at CAH to celebrate the holiday of Shimini Atzeret on Thursday, October 16th at  

10 a.m. and there will be a Yizkor service that day.  In the evening at 8 p.m., we will be            

celebrating Erev Simchat Torah and continuing on Friday, October 17th.  Please make sure         

you are  there for these holidays. 

Exciting event:  Coming up on Sunday, October 12th at 1:15 p.m. will be the first meeting of 

our book club. Fran Lande, Education Vice President has chosen As A Driven Leaf written by 

Milton Steinberg as our first book. This novel raises questions and events surrounding the 2nd 

century Jewish struggle to reconcile Rabbinic Judaism and Greek Hellenistic society and the 

relationship between reason and faith.   

The book is available in bookstores as well as on Amazon.  What a great way to support the 

synagogue and buy the book with Amazon scrip and through Amazon Smile.   Please R.S.V. P.  

to Fran Lande, Education Vice President at fblande@gmail.com 

mailto:brenda.bashful16@gmail.com
mailto:fblande@gmail.com
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Tributes 

2014 (5775) HIGH HOLY DAY SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

Wednesday, October 8th 

 Erev Sukkot Services at 8 p.m. at the home of Roz and Mort Resnick 

 

Thursday, 

October 9th 

Sukkot Services at 10 a.m. at the home of Roz and Mort Resnick 

 

Services at CAH 

Shemini Atzeret Services Thursday, October 16 10 a.m.Yizkor Service 

Erev Simchat Torah Services Thursday, October 16 8 p.m. 

 

Simchat Torah Services Friday, October 17th at 10 a.m. 

 

 

Ruth Resnick  to Jack Sperber, get well. 
  

Lois Lebman to Judy Simon  in memory of  Berndt Simon 

  
Lois Lebman to Eva Lowe, Thank you for the L’shana Tovah dinner 

ATTENTION ALL JEWISH WAR VETERANS MEMBERS 
 

    
JWV Post 602  

meets in the Veterans Administration Clinic,  
Recreation Building 22, 16111 Plummer Street, North Hills, CA. 

 
They meet the 1st Sunday of each month, at 10:00 am and all Jewish Veterans are welcome to attend. 

 
Please join us there. 
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THE FIRST MEETING OF OUR BOOK CLUB! 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2014 

1:15 PM 

AT CONGREGATION AM HAYAM 

4839 MARKET STREET # C 

VENTURA, CA 93003 

 

We will be reading the book As A Driven Leaf  by Milton Steinberg.  Written in 1939, it is based on the 

life of Elisha ben Abuyah.  This novel raises questions and events surrounding the 2nd century Jewish 

struggle to reconcile Rabbinic Judaism and Greek Hellenistic society and the relationship between       

reason and faith.   

Come spend time with others as we explore all the book raises for us as Jews today.  Refreshments            

will be served.  We will also choose the book for the next meeting.  

The book is available in bookstores as well as on Amazon.  What a great way to support the synagogue 

and buy the book with Amazon scrip and through Amazon Smile.  There are a few copies available from 

the Adult Education Committee.  Contact the synagogue for more information. 

Please R.S.V. P.  to Fran Lande, Education Vice President at fblande@gmail.com. 
 

 

       

 

 

 

mailto:fblande@gmail.com
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CHAVURAH INTEREST 

 

 

The Membership Committee is sending you this form to discover if you have an interest in joining a   

Chavurah.  A Chavurah is a small group of families, couples or individuals who share common interests 

and desires.  These groups meet together, usually monthly, to study, socialize, cook, camp, or partici-

pate in any other activities.  Each group sets their own schedule and plans their own activities.  A Cha-

vurah  is a wonderful way to build and nurture strong friendships within our Congregation Am HaYam 

family extending beyond the schedule of community services and events 

 After receiving back this questionnaire, an organizational meeting will be set to get everyone together                 

to make further plans. 

 

Name(s)________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone #______________________________________  Email______________________________ 

 

Name and age of other members in your household______________________________________ 

 

Please circle age group you prefer:   30 -39         40-59       Over 60 

Please circle the situation that best applies to you and your family:   

Single Adult        Adults Only         Family (events with children)     Other___________________ 

What type of events do you expect from a Chavurah (e.g. Judaic Studies; Social Activities; Sporting 

events; Discussion groups; Jewish cooking; Book groups; Theater groups, other Interests?) 

 

Please fill out this form and return it to Brenda Rich; 4030 Nice Court; Oxnard, CA 93035 

FORM AVAILABLE DIGITALLY AT www.amhayam.com 
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Must be received by 10/3/2014 
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 APPLES  AND  HONEY 
 

We hope that everyone enjoyed their Apples and Honey Bag and will continue to use the big blue bag  

for groceries for a long time.  Like the mishloach manot this project brought in needed funds for CAH 
and we are so grateful to those people who were able to support the program.     

Many thanks to Eva Lowe for donating all the apples.  Thanks to Roz Resnick, Marc Goldman and 

Elaine Hanig for helping to fill all the bags. 

On behalf of Brenda Rich, Fran Lande and myself we appreciate all of the following people who were 

able to purchase apples and honey bags and make the program a success: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing all of you and your family a sweet year and one filled with good health. 

 

 

Ruth Resnick  

Fil Barton    Judy and Mort Margolis 

Stella and Robert Berman  Diane and Ray Mautner   

Marc Goldman    Judye and Rick Newberger  

Donna Gustafson   Roz and Mort Resnick 

Elaine Hanig    Ruth Resnick  

Ann and Irv Jacobs   Dianna and Rick Rice 

Terri and Maurice Kozak  Brenda and Arnie Rich 

Lois Lebman    Rabbi J. B. and Steven Karash  

Eva Lowe    Myra Winer and Jerry Cordova 

Miriam and Darryl Mack 

 



 11 

 

Get Well 

Ann Jacobs 

Norma Van Riper 

Gene Matlin 

Rachel Kozak 

 

 

 

 

Dianne Ruthman 

Fred Rosen 

Ann Sperber   

Dawn VanValkenburg 

 

 

Gail Packer 

Sherry Horwitz 

Miriam Rubinstein 

Irv Jacobs 

 

 

Bob Packer 

Murray Kaufman 

Sheila Myles 

Jack Sperber 

 

 

In Memory Of 

MONDAYS WITH MORT 

 

During the month of  October there will be sessions of  Mondays With 

Mort  at CAH every Monday at 10:30 AM except on Monday, October 

13th and on Monday, October 27th .  Everyone is invited to attend in October 

as we start the Book of   Bereshit (Genesis). 

  

Question of  the Month:  

 

What Hebrew date is the birthday of  the world and why don't we celebrate it 

on that day? 

 

        The answer can be found at http://www.mondayswithmort.com/

doyouknow.htm, Also be sure to check out the entire Mondays with Mort 

web site at http://www.mondayswithmort.com and the CAH web site 

at http://www.amhayam.org.  

Mort 

 Florence G. Beck IMO her mother   



 12 

 

  *Inscribed on Memorial Wall 

 
 

 

 

October  3 

Seyman Korentajer, Father of Cookie Dimant                                       

*Henry Gustafson, Husband of Donna Gustafson                                    

Alfred Kirsch, Uncle of Ruth Resnick                                                                               

Frieda Hirsch, Aunt of Ruth Resnick                                                

Faye  Ruthman, Mother-in-Law of Dianne Ruthman                                                                                              

Phillip Hochberg, Father of Mildred Rubinstein                                                     

Anne Tepper, Mother of Arline Tepper                                                          

Frank Treitman, Father of Paul Treitman                                                                            

Mitchell Weiss, Father of Bemhard Weiss                                                       

Evelyn Schreier, Special Friend of lIana Wolfson 

October  17 

 

*Jesse Kaufman, Father of Betty Abramson                                                        

Eileen Abrams, Mother of Bunny Ames                               

*Milton Beck, Husband of Florence Beck                              

Celia Bergman, Mother of Irv Bergman                                   

Ruth Levy, Mother of Arlene Bergman                                

John Thomas, Father of Donna Gustafson                             

*Mitzi Hornick, Mother of Tina Gustavson                        

Rose Sabath, Mother of Gail Packer                            

*Hyman Paper, Father of Marcia Perlmutter                                                                        

Jack Resnick, Uncle of Mort Resnick                                       

Matilda Klein, Mother of Lee Rothschild                                            

David Rubenstein, Father-In-Law of Miriam Rubin-

stein                  Israel Shack, Father of Peter Shack                                                  

Sidney Breslaw, Father of Jackie Shack                                               

Rabbi Jordon I Taxon, Father of Morse Taxon                                 

Irene Weiss, Mother of Bernhard Weiss 

YAHRZEIT 
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If your birthday or anniversary is not acknowledged please email me at bfrosen@gmail.com 

October  Anniversaries 

Mort Margolis 12 

Elaine Allen 13 

Fil Barton 25 

Ann Sperber 26 

October Birthdayõs 

Nancy & Herb Stein 11 

Belated 50th Wedding Anniversary                                                
to Diane & Ray Mautner  9/12 
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October 2014 ñ Tishrei/Cheshvan 5775 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 2 3 4 

           Kol Nidre 6 p.m. 

 

 

Candle Lighting 

6:21 PM  

 Yom Kippur   

         9am 

 

Shabbat End 

7:15 PM  

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

   Mondays with 

Mort 10:30 am  
   8th Erev Sukkot 

Serv 8 pm        

Resnick home  

 Sukkot  Services                                     

10 am Resnick 

home  

 Candle Lighting 

6:12 PM  
 Shabbat End 

7:06 PM  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Happy Birthday  

Mort Margolis 

.  

 Happy Birthday  

Elaine Allen         

 

 

 

       Simchat Torah 

Service 10 am  

Erev Shabbat  
Service 8 pm  
 
Candle Lighting 

6:03 PM  

  

Shabbat           
Services 10 am 

 

 

Shabbat End 

6:57 PM  

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

   Mondays with 

Mort 10:30 am  
       Candle Lighting 

5:55 PM  

 Happy Birthday  

Fil Barton 

 

Shabbat End 

6:50 PM  

26 27 28 29 30 31   
 Happy Birthday  

Ann Sperber 

 No Mondays with 

Mort  

       Candle Lighting 

5:47 PM  

  

No Mondays 

with Mort  

 Ritual                

Meeting 10 am      

Board           

Meeting 11 a.m.      

Sunday Book 

Club 1:15pm  

Shemini 

Atzeret         

Service 10 am 

Yizkor Service 

Erev Simchat Torah 
Service 8 pm 
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Rabbi J. B. Sacks                                                                                                      

rabbijb@aol.com———phone#323-387-0096 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS                                 

PRESIDENT  Brenda Rich                                                             

brenda.bashful16@gmail.com                                                            

phone#-805-469-0268                                                         

VICE-PRESIDENT— 

TREASURER - Lois Lebman 

SECRETARY  - Donna Gustafson  

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY-Ruth Resnick  

WAYS & MEANS VP -  

MEMBERSHIP VP -  Janice Aharon-Ezer                       

                                       Rick Newberger                                                         

RITUAL VP - Jef Bratspis 

RITUAL VP  Emeritus—Milt Rothschild 

HOUSING VP - Arnie Rich 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRES - Brenda Rich   

ADULT EDUCATION VP -  Fran Lande 

DIRECTORS—Marc Goldman,  Diane Mautner  Miriam Mack 

 

PAST  PRESIDENTS 

Mort Resnick                                                                                                                                   
Arnie Fingerhut                                                                                                                                        

Jerry Ruthman  z'l                                                                                                                    
Peter Shack                                                                                                                                         
Brenda Rich 

OUR  VOLUNTEERS 

Kiddushim  -   

Oneg Shabbat -Fil  Barton                                        

Librarian    Donna Gustafson                                                  

Programming                        

 Tributes                            Ann Jacobs 

Telephone     

Purchasing       Lee Rothschild 

Yahrzeits         Jack Sperber 

Migdalor          Bev Rosen 

Sunshine        Ann Sperber 
        

Webmaster      


