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From The Rabbi’s Study—June 2013 

Continued next page 

A Shattering Statement: Why We Break the Glass at a Wedding 

June is wedding season, and for many people, Jewish and non-Jewish, the breaking of the glass at its 
conclusion is what really screams, “Jewish wedding.” But why, really, do we end a wedding in this way? 
Actually, one finds myriads of reasons given for this practice. Indeed, often I have been to weddings  
where I hear the officiating rabbi offer a novel approach. I shall review some of the answers given before 
offering a new approach myself. 

The traditional answer is that it recalls the destruction of the Temple, and while the couple may personally 
find happiness, their joy is tempered by the vagaries of Jewish history. And while we now have our              
Jewish homeland under Jewish sovereignty in the State of Israel, and while we regained all the holy          
sites of Jerusalem during the Six-Day War, we still do not have a unifyingTemple and Israel herself is          
constantly harassed by her neighbors and an indifferent, at best, world community. This answer gains  
from the fact that wedding season is June, shortly before  the traditional period of Three Weeks               
commemorating the siege of Jerusalem and the destruction of the Temple. (This year, this period of                
semi-mourning begins June 24 at sundown). Nonetheless, this reason is probably not original. After all, 
what does a wedding have to do with the Temple? And if it were so compelling, why not break a glass at 
every occasion—circumcision, bar or bat mitzvah, birthday, whatever. 

Originally it may be that joy must always be tempered and placed in proper perspective. This is based on 
two accounts in the Talmud of rabbis who, upon seeing that their son's wedding celebration was getting 
out of hand, broke a vessel—in the second case a glass—to calm things down. This reason, too, seems 
lacking. The rabbis here broke something at the reception, not the wedding. Isn’t the wedding a rather odd 
time to make this point? Couldn’t this be covered in a pre-nuptial talk with the rabbi? 

For such reasons, more relevant and more meaningful answers have been sought. One acknowledges 
that a broken glass is forever changed. Likewise, the couple is forever changed by the marriage vows they 
assume, and their lives now take a new form together as a couple. A broken glass also reminds the cou-
ple that relationships are as fragile as glass and must always be treated with care, love and respect. 

Some suggest a more outward looking response. Here some suggest that the breaking of the glass can 
remind the couple that although they come together as a single union, the world as a whole is broken and 
needs mending. There may be a tendency for some couples to withdraw from such grander pursuits in   
order to ensure to devote their time to one another. Marriage should not be at the  
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expense of other important mitzvot. We can both spend quality family time and 
help make the world a better place. 

 

Finally, some connect the breaking of the glass to more intimate matters. For 
some, the breaking of the glass represents a symbolical breaking of the hymen, 
and the consummation of the marriage. Others suggest that it represents the 
hope that one might have the couple will have children as plentiful as the shards 
of glass—or at least they will experience happiness in such abundance. 

 

I think there may be another appropriate lesson or idea embedded in this practice. 
Someone once expressed that as a teenager, she knew that when you broke 
something, your parents would be angry, or exasperated, because it almost                   
always belonged to them. Now you were getting married; the decisions you made, 
the things you kept or broke, would belong to you and your spouse. Breaking a 
glass was a ceremony of independence and responsibility—now life turns on the 
decisions you make, good and bad, and now such decisions and values are not 
determined by parents but by the couple themselves. 

 

This answer finds its precursor in G!d's words at the creation of Adam and Eve: 
"Therefore a person will leave their father and mother and cling to their 
spouse.” (Gen. 2:24) I always considered that that verse may have been intended 
for each set of parents—the in-laws to their child’s choice of mate: you, the                 
parents, have to give up sovereignty over your child. Now he, or she, belongs to, 
as well as with, someone else. A marriage can only be successful when the          
generational tide turns from one's parents to one's partner. 

 

We prepare our children for life by teaching them to put someone other than                  
ourselves first. That can be difficult for even those of us with healthy relationships 
with our children and with our egos in proper place. The shattering of the glass 
brings this lesson into focus for all involved, before G!d and in front of assembled 
family, friends, and community. 

 

May all the practices of our tradition continue to speak to us in ways that touch                 
us and teach us, whether through traditional understandings or more recent                   
perspectives—or both. And may the joys of any weddings you attend this month 
touch you as well. 

 

      Rabbi J.B. Sacks 
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                Message from                 Brenda Rich 

Greetings: 

Besides Father’s Day, the month of  June will be a time of  celebration of  graduations, 

anniversaries, birthdays, travel, Father’s Day and many more joyous occasions. 

Amongst those joyous occasions, we will also be having Services on Friday, June 7th 

at 8 p.m. and on Saturday, June 8th at 10 a.m. 

On Friday, June 21st we will be holding our installation of  the incoming board for 

2013 – 2014.  Be sure you come to show your support and appreciation for all that 

they do for CAH.  Services will begin at 8 p.m.  On Saturday, June 22nd Services will 

begin at 10 a.m. 

Guess what???!!!!  Before you know it, the High Holy Days will be upon us. 

I want each and each one of  you to work hard to bring prospective members to our 

Open Houses. 

Our first open house will be held on Sunday, July 7th at the home of  Fil Barton from 

3 — 4:30 p.m. 

The next open house will be held on Tuesday, July 23rd , at the home of  Brenda & 

Arnie Rich from 7 – 8:30 p.m. 

Our 3rd open house will be held on Sunday, August 4th at the home of  Janice & Am-

non Aharon-Ezer from 3 – 4:30 p.m. 

The last open house will be held on Sunday, August 18th at CAH from 10 – 11:30 

a.m. 

Please!  Please!  Bring someone to anyone of  these open houses.                               

WE MUST INCREASE OUR MEMBERSHIP!!!! 

 

Shalom!! 
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MONDAYS WITH MORT 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the month of June there will  be  sessions of Mondays 
With Mort  at CAH at 10:30 AM every Monday except 
June17th and June 24th.  Everyone is invited to attend in June 
as  we continue the Book of Bamidbar (Numbers).    

        Question of the Month:  

 

        Why does G-d reward evil people quickly for their good deeds? 
 
 
        The answer can be found at http://www.mondayswithmort.com/
doyouknow.htm, Also be sure to check out the entire Mondays with Mort 
web site at http://www.mondayswithmort.com and the CAH web site at 
http://www.amhayam.org.  
 

Mort  
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Tree Planted In Israel June 2013 

Attention Jewish War Veterans  

We welcome ALL Jewish Veterans of any War, to join our  

Bernard I. Becker Post 123   

We now meet at  

 

 

                                                                             

 the 3rd Sunday of each month 

 For information contact:  

Quartermaster Bill Green   805 499-4633 

Sen. Vice Commander Irv Bergman 805-482-6542  

or Commander Joseph Ettenberg 805-484-4181  

Congregation Am HaYam  

4839 Market Street, Unit C  

Ventura, CA, 93003 

TO: BRITT/KATE/ISIAH MERRICK 
IN MEMORY OF DAISY LOVE 
FROM: KENNY HALPERN 

  
T0: COOKIE DIMANT 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF MARK 
FROM: KENNY HALPERN 



 6 



 7 



 8 



 9 



 10 



 11 



 12 

June Anniversaries 

June Birthdays 

If your birthday or anniversary is not acknowledged please email me at beverly.rosen@verizon.net 

Get Well 

Kenny Halpern 11 

Ann & Jack  Sperber р 

Elaine & Bob Allen с 

Roz & Mort Resnick мп 

Seymour Barr 

Vivian Barr  

Elaine Allen  

Ann Jacobs 

 

 

Dianne Ruthman 

Jinx Gates 

Fred Rosen 

Ann Sperber 

Myrna Winer 

 

Mort Margolis 

Milt Rothschild 

Gail Packer 

Jerry Cordova 

 

Bob Packer 

Murray Kaufman 

Sheila Myles 

Mort Resnick 

Jack Sperber 

Tributes 

Lois Lebman to  

Riley Besand  IMO  of Father  
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 June 7 

 Sydney Becker, Father of Irwin Becker 

 Lillian Shakman, Mother of Ellen Fremed 

 David Goch, Father of Stephen Goch 

 *Harry Kaufman, Father of Murray Kaufman 

 Nathan Shack, Father of Leatrice Posner 

 Rabbi David Rubenstein, Brother-In-Law of Miriam Rubinstein 

 Sidney Sedlak, Father of Burt Sedlak 

 *Boris Skuratovsky, Father of Leonid Skuratovsky 

 *Benjamin Weiner, Father of Myrna Winer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 June 21 

 Albert Allen, Father of Bob Allen 

 Sarah Paynter, Mother of Florence Beck 

 Ray Cushnir, Mother of Robert Cushnir 

 Emma Korentajer, Mother of Cookie Dimant 

 Norman Gates, Husband of Jinx Gates 

 *Nettie Halpern, Mother of Kenneth Halpern 

 Nelly Kirsch, Aunt of Ruth Resnick 

 Sarah Goldfeder, Mother of Eileen Walker 

  

  *Inscribed on Memorial Wall 

YAHRZEIT 
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June 2013     Sivan/Tammuz 5773 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

1 

  

  
   Shabbat Ends 

8:46 PM 

2 

  

  

 Progressive 

Brunch 

10:00 AM 

3 

  

  

Mondays  

With                          

Mort 10:00 AM 

  

4 

  

  

  

5 

  

 Happy                       

Anniversary 

Ann  & Jack 

Sperber 
  

6 

  

Happy                       

Anniversary 

Elaine & Bob 

Allen 

 

  

  

7 
 EREV SHABBAT                  

SERVICE 8:00 PM 

 

Light Candles                  

7:48PM 

 

  

  

8 

  SHABBAT           

SERVICE             

10:00AM   
  

Shabbat Ends 

8:51 PM 

9 

  

  

  

10 

 Mondays With 

Mort10:00 AM 

 

Ways & Means 

Meeting 4:30PM 

Ritual Meeting 

5:30PM 

Congregational/

Board Meeting 

6:30 PM 

 

  

11 

  

 Happy Birthday 

 Kenny Halpern 

12 

  

  

  

13 

  

  

  

14 

Happy                       

Anniversary 

Roz & Mort 

Resnick 

 

  Candle Lighting 
7:52 PM 

 

  

15 

  

  
   Shabbat Ends 

8:54PM 

16 

  

  

 Father’s 

Day 

17 

  

  NO Mondays 

With Mort  

  

18 

  

  

  

19 

  

  

  

20 

  

  

  

21 
 EREV SHABBAT                  

SERVICE 8:00 PM 

Board Installation 

Light Candles                  

7:54PM 

 

  

  

22 

 SHABBAT           

SERVICE             

10:00AM   
  

Shabbat Ends 

8:56 PM 

23 

  

  

  

24 

 NO Mondays 

With Mort  
  

 

  

25 

  

  

  

26 

  

  

  

27 

  

  

  

28 
 Candle Lighting 

7:55  PM 

 

  

  

29 

  

  
   Shabbat Ends 

8:57 PM 

30 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 15 

 

Rabbi J. B. Sacks                                                                                                      

rabbijb@aol.com———phone#323-387-0096 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS                                 

PRESIDENT  Brenda Rich                                                             

brenda.bashful16@gmail.com                                                            

phone#-805-469-0268 

VICE-PRESIDENT— 

TREASURER - Lois Lebman 

SECRETARY  - Donna Gustafson  

WAYS & MEANS VP -  

MEMBERSHIP VP -  

RITUAL VP - Milt Rothschild 

                          Ilana Wolfson 

HOUSING VP - Arnie Rich 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRES - Brenda Rich   

DIRECTORS—ONE YEAR     

 Janice Aharon-Ezer 

DIRECTORS—TWO YEARS 

Eva Lowe 

Diane Mautner 

PAST  PRESIDENTS 

Mort Resnick 

Arnie Fingerhut 

Jerry Ruthman 

Peter Shack 

Brenda Rich 

OUR  VOLUNTEERS 

Kiddushim         Elaine Hanig 

                                              Gail Packer 

Oneg Shabbat                             Fil  Barton                                        

Librarian                                     Donna Gustafson                                                  

Programming                        

 Tributes                            Ann Jacobs 

Telephone     

Purchasing         Lee Rothschild 

Yahrzeits           Jack Sperber 

Migdalor            Bev Rosen 

Sunshine         Ann Sperber         

Webmaster                          Mort Resnick 

Publicity  


